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2017  MBC  ANNUAL  MEETING  SCHEDULE 


1"  Session  |  Tuesday  Morning  |  October  31, 2017 

8  30  Cat!  to  Order . . . , . . . „ Doug  Broome 

Invocation _ _ .. _ Josh  Braddy 

Worship  through  Music . . . . . . Derrick  Burt 

Scripture  Reading . . ...... . ...  Wade  Stevens 

Testimony . _ . . . ...  Nick  King 

900  Organization  of  the  Convention _ _ _ ......  Doug  Broome 

Recognition  and  Seating  of  Messengers 

Committee  on  Order  of  Business  Report . Barry  Corbett 

Announcement  of  Credentials 

and  Tellers  Committees . . . Doug  Broome 

Welcome  . .  . _ . . . . ...L  Lavon  Gray 

9.16  Worship  through  Music . - . Praise  Team 

First  Baptist  Church.  Natchez 

9:20  Report  of  Committee  on  Committees' . . Mark  Vincent 

9.25  Bible  Treasures  . . . ... . . . Michael  Catt 

9:50  Presentations  of  Resolutions 

9:55  Worship  through  Music . . . . . . Derrick  Burt 

10:00  Business  Session:  Election  of  the  President  ...  Doug  Broome 
10:10  Greetings  from  S8C  Executive  Committee  C  Ashley  Clayton 

10:20  Convention  Board  Report.. - ._ _ _ Greg  Warnock 

10:30  Choral  Praise . . . . . .  Praise  Team 

First  Baptist  Church.  Natchez 

10:35  Christian  Action  Commission  Report  _ ...Kenny  Digby 

10:60  Concert  of  Praise.. _ _ _ _ _ Praise  Team 

First  Baptist  Church.  Natchez 

It  OO  President's  Address  . ...... - - - Doug  Broome 

11:35  Benediction _ _ _ ..... - - — . — . .  . Carolyn  Ricttey 


2r*  Session  |  Tuesday  Afternoon  |  October  31. 2017 

1:30  Concert  of  Praise _ Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen 

1:46  Call  to  Order  . . . . . . — - l°hn  Pace 

Invocation . . . . . . —  Matt  Olson 

Congregational  Praise  . . . Slater  Murphy 

Hospital  Merger  Report . Jason  Little  end  Chris  Anderson 

■  •  Scripture  Reading  •  . Dustie  Dunn 

Testimony  . — . - . — . . GUroy  Chow 

2: 10  Bible  Treasures . ._ . . . . Michael  Catt 

2:36  Concert  of  Praiae . . Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen 


Business  Session . . . - . . .  Doug  Broome 

Presentation  of  2018  Budget  - - -  Bill  Hurt 

Results  of  Election  of  President 
Election  of  Convention  Officers 
Presentation  of  Resolutions 
MtsceHeneous  Business 

Music  Feature  _ _ Mississippi  Sing>ng  Churchwomen 

Business  Session  . . .  Doug  Broome 

Election  of  Convention  Officers 
Miscellaneous  Business 

Church  Planting  Report - - - Johnny  Ervin 

Congregational  Praise . . . .  Slater  Murphy 

Missions  Mobilization . . . Mike  Ray 

Choral  Praise  .... _  Mississippi  Singing  Churchwomen 

Convention  Sermon - - Ronald  Meeks 

Benediction  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ....  Scott  Thornes.  II 


3"1  Session  |  Tuesday  Evening  |  October  31, 2017 


6  30  Choral  Praise .  . Combined  Choirs’ 

6:35  Call  to  Order . . . . . . . Doug  Broome 

Final  Presentation  of  Resolutions 

Invocation  . . . . .  Dawson  Zhang 

Congregational  Praise  and  Worship  Slater  Murphy 

Scripture  Reading _ _ Steve  Wilson  and  Joss  Freyre 

Testimony . . . . . . . . Ctim  Walker 

7:00  Choral  Praise  . . . — .  Combined  Chows 

7:10  Congregational  Praiae  and  Worship  Sinter  Murphy 

7: 15  Choral  Praise _ _ _ _ _ _ - . Combined  Choirs 

7:25  Message  . . . . . . Jim  Futrsi 

BOO  Choral  Praiae _ _ .Combined  Choirs 

8:06  Benediction  - . — . Atom  Kabore 


C  Session  I  Wednesday  Morning  |  November  1, 2017 

8:30  Call  to  Order . . . . . - . Dan  Howard 

Invocation . . . . . Bryant  Barnes 

Worship . . . Reflections  Choir.  First  Church.  Jackson 

and  Heritage  Choir.  Brandon  Church,  Brandon 

*  Scripture  Reading . . . Jon  Martin 

Testimony . . . Tommy  King  and  Students 

William  Carey  University.  Hattiesburg 

8:56  Memorial  Service . Bruce  Capp toman 

9:06  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  Report  Daniel  Hall 

9: 15  Introduction  of  College  Presidents  Doug  Broome 

9:20  Mississippi  College  Report . . .  . Lee  Royce 

9:30  Worship . . . Reflections  Chow.  First  Church.  Jackson 

and  Heritage  Choir.  Brandon  Church.  Brandon 

9:36  Bible  Treasures . . . . - . . Michael  Catt 

10:00  Recognition  of  Bivocational  Pastor  of  the  Year  .  Michael  Lee 

10  10  Business  Session . — .  Doug  Broom# 

Adoption  of  2018  Budget . . . . Bill  Hurt 

Committee  on  Nominations  Report - Tommy  Williamson 

Time.  Place,  and  Preacher  Committee  Report  Jimmy  Porter 

Resolutions  Committee  Report . .  Shawn  Parker 

Miscellaneous  Business . Doug  Broome 

10  25  Mississippi  Bepbst  Hwtoncaf  Commission  Report  Anthony  Kay 
10  30  Baptist  Children's  Village  Report  Sean  Milner 

10:40  Music  Feature . Reflections  Choir  First  Church.  Jackson 

and  Heritage  Choir.  Brandon  Church.  Brandon 

10:50  Message  . . . .  Ronnie  Floyd 

11:30  Closing  Remarks  Doug  Broome 

1136  Benediction . - .  Udell  Blanton 


Messenger  cards 

Messenger  cards  for  the 
182"'1  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  on  October 
31  -  November  1.  2017. 
were  mailed  directly  to 
the  churches  this  week 
Each  church  received 
the  number  of  cards  they 
are  eligible  for  according 
to  the  guidelines  of  the 
Constitution.  The  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  s 
constitution  states: 

Each  church  in  friendly 
cooperation  with  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention 
and  having  contributed  to 
world  missions  through 
the  Cooperative  Program 
during  the  preceding  con¬ 
vention  year  shall  be  en¬ 
titled  to  two  messengers 
for  the  first  one  hundied 
members  of  its  member¬ 
ship  or  fraction  thereof 
One  additional  messenger 
from  each  church  ahell  be 
allowed  for  each  addition¬ 
al  one  hundred  members, 
or  ma|or  fraction  thereof, 
but  no  church  shall  be 
entitled  to  more  than  ten 
messengers 

Membership  information 
it  based  on  the  2016 
Annual-Church  Profile. 

If  you  have  questions, 
please  call  Executive 
Administration  at 
1-800-748-1661.  Ext.  201 
or  601-292-3201. 


have  just  surrendered  to  a  night 
of  tossing  and  turning,  my  mind 


A  replaying  the  scenes  and  interviews 
I  had  witnessed  the  previous  day  on 
various  news  outlets  covering  the  sense¬ 
less  fragedy  at  a  country  music  festival 
in  Las  Vegas.  My  burden  this  night 
was  not  so  much  struggling  with  the 
question  of  why  things  like  this  occur, 
though  like  many  Christians  I  do  think 
on  this  question  in  times  like  these. 

This  night  my  burden  is  simply  over 
the  loss  of  at  least  58  human  lives,  the 
suffering  that  nearly  500  others  are 
enduring  personally,  and  the  thousands 
of  family  and  friends  of  those  affected.  I 
have  witnessed  countless  others  give  tes¬ 
timony  to  the  grief  they  themselves  have 
over  the  murder  of  children  [through 


Guest  opinion 

with  Steven  L.  James 


How  to  lose  a  state 

ray  for  theneopie  of Califor-  chosen  male/female  name  and 
nia.  Like  Mis«jssippi,  there's  preferred  set  of  pronouns  for  a 


1  a o  not  claim  to  have  all  the  answers, 
to  how  we  might  do  more  as  Christian- 
and  as  churches,  but  I  am  convinced 
that  our  mission,  our  teaching,  and  our 
ministries  must  manifest  both  a  clear 
articulation  and  a  visible  representation 
of  our  commitmc..;  that  human  beings 
who  alone  are  created  in  the  image  of 
and  show  forth  the  attributes  of  the 
triune  God,  have  immeasurable  worth  to 

— -  - - -  that  same  God  and  to  His  church. 

the  value  of  human  life.  We  set  aside  one  Foundational  to  this  is  the  unwav¬ 

ering  commitment  that  the  same  G<xi 
who  created  humans  in  His  image  has 
sent  His  only  Son  —  who  Himself  is  the 
image  of  the  invisible  God,  the  exact 
representation  of  His  nature  -  to  he  sin 
for  us. 

It  is  in  the  Gospel  that  we  truh 
understand  the  inexplicable  value  of 
human  life  to  God.  Christ  came  so  that 
man  might  have  life  and  that  abun¬ 
dantly.  He  came  to  gain  victory  over 
death.  Therefore,  as  followers  of  Christ 
who  possess  assurance  of  these  truths, 
we  must  grow  to  value  life  in  everything 
we  say,  think,  and  do  as  we  carry  the 
message  to  a  world  that  feels  the  sting  t 
death  —  both  physical  and  spiritual 
We  take  this  Gospel  to  every  human 
being,  knowing  that  whosoever  will 
can  receive  the  gift  of  everlasting  life 
Ultimately,  this  investment  in  the  lives 
of  others  grows  in  direct  relation  to  the 
value  we  place  on  human  life  itself 

James  is  assistant  vice  president  /<  r 
academic  administration  at  Southwest 
em  Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth.  He  also 
serves  as  assistant  professor  of  sys 
tematic  theology  at  L.R.  Scarborough 
College  at  Southwestern  Seminary  Ho 
commentary  appears  courtesy  of  Hup 
tist  Press.  Edited  for  style  and  length. 


jL  a  world  of  people  tSere  who 
don't  know  Jesus  and  .'its  of  good 
Baptists  who  understs  jd  the  Great 
Commission  and  are  t  jdicated  to 
winning  as  many  of  tf  »e  lost  souls 
to  Jesus  oa  they  possl  Kean.  That 
said,  California  is  a  p  Jitical  mess 
right  now. 

American  politics  t  (and  always 
lias  been)  one  of  the  devil's  favorite 
play.  .  numb  bream  ’  af  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  mischief  ar  ailablc  for  the 
father  of  confusion '  0  use  to  his 
advantage.  He  will'  ettlc  for  nothing 


be  punished  with  a  $ 
imprisonment  for  up 
The  politically- hyp 
signed  a  hill  last  week 


Sunday  each  year  to  do  so  and,  in  2015, 
we  passed  a  resolution  on  the  issue  in 
our  annual  meeting  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

As  evident  in  the  wake  of  recent 
hurricanes  in  Texas  and  Florida,  we 
have  churches  that  consistently  aid  in 
disaster  relief.  We  serve  in  a  variety 
of  ways  to  feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the 
poor,  and  serve  our  communities  in 
ministry  projects. 

An  entire  in  our  convention,  the  Eth¬ 
ics  &  Religious  liberty  Commission, 
aids  churches  in  promoting  the  sanctity 
of  human  life  to  governmental  offi¬ 
cials  in  policy  and  legislation.  We  have 


Not  to 


California 


the  state. 


it  non 


St.  there,  too. 

•pose  of  the 
us  space  is  I 
study  on  w 
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1  that  hap  pens,  Satan  iaahie 
oothold  and  lend  the  state 
7j»to  the  political  debacle 
focnia  is  currently  undergo 
ember  the  evil  one’s  goaf 
•**■»  in  our  state  should 
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Multisite  model 


may  be  moving  into  new  era 


FLOWER  MOUND.  Texas  (BP) 

—  The  decision  of  a  Dallas  mega¬ 
church  to  transition  its  six  cam¬ 
puses  into  autonomous  church¬ 
es  illustrates  what  some  see  as  a 
trend  in  the  multisite  model. 

Matt  Chandler,  pastor  of  the 
Pallas-area  Village  Church  in 


while  there  have  been  several 
examples  of  multisite  churches 
making  campuses  independent 
churches...,  overall,  we  do  not 


,  overall,  we  do  not 
see  this  as  a  trend." 

The  number  of  muhisite 
churches  in  America  is  not  de¬ 
clining,  he  said.  “Many  multi 
site  churches  start  campuses 
and  help  plant  churches,  so  it  is 
not  an  either/or  decision." 

Rick  Wheeler,  lead  mission 
al  strategist  for  Jacksonville 
(FI.)  Association,  told  HP  he 
has  advised  about  half  a  dozen 
churches  considering  the  multi¬ 
site  model. 

Among  them  was  Shiloh 
Metropolitan  Church,  a  pre¬ 
dominantly  African  Ameri¬ 
can  congregation  pastored  by 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Pastors  Conference  President 
H  B.  Charles.  The  church  ad¬ 
opted  a  struggling,  predomi¬ 
nantly  white  church  as  a  satd- 


vuiage  Church  in 
Flower  Mound,  announced  Sept. 
24  that  the  church’s  five  remain¬ 
ing  campuses  will  all  become  au¬ 
tonomous  churches  by  2022  to 
niaximize  the  “capacity  to  con¬ 
textually  reach  the  city  of  Dallas 
with  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ." 

The  11,400-attendee  Soutb- 
ern  Baptist  church  previously 
transitioned  another  campus 
to  an  independent  congrega- 
?0n,35L2015’  Christianity  To¬ 
day  (Cp  reported. 

We're  all  a  bit  anxious  right 
now...  because  [the  church's 
current  ministry  model]  really 


is  beautiful,  and  God  has  done 
some  stunning  and  spectacular 
things,'  Chandler,  president  of 
the  Acts  29  church  planting  net¬ 
work,  said  in  a  video.  "We’re  just 
compelled  that  there  are  better 
days  ahead." 

In  addition  to  congregational 
autonomy,  the  transition  will 
entail  moving  to  onsite  preach¬ 
ing  all  the  time  at  former  satel¬ 
lite  campuses  rather  than  video 

messages  by  Chandler  at  the  rate 

of  38-40  Sundays  per  year.  The 
transition  is  driven,  according 
to  CT,  by  The  Village  Church' 
commitment  to  "local  ’  ' 
and  church  planting."  . 

Over  the  past  tear,  NashviUe- 
area  Long  Hollow  -Church  in 
Hendersonville  has  transitioned 
three  of  its  four  satellite  campus¬ 
es  to  autonomous  churches.  Pas- 


EVOLVING  MODEL 


remaining  satellite  campuses  to  autonomous  churches 
movement  in  the  multisite  church  model  utilized  by  a  m 
laptist  Convention.  (BP  photo) 

iWrephcatine  ’’  be,ieve  ^at  this  method 
of  bringing  churches  in 
and  unleashing  them 
back  out  is  one  of  the 
best  methods  for 
church  planting  and 
revitalization,  and  I  pray 
it  grows  in  popularity  inS  thriving  satellite 
and  pervasiveness  in  our 
denomination." 

Chad  McDonald 
Lenexa  Church  pastor 


who  is  conducting  a  doctor  of 
ministry  research  project  at 
Midwestern  Seminary  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City  on  the  multisite  model 
as  a  means  of  church  revitaliza¬ 
tion  and  church  planting. 

McDonald  told  Baptist 
Press  that  he  hopes  unleash¬ 
ing  thriving  satellite  campuses 
as  autonomous  churches  will 
become  a  trend. 

‘Certainly,  what  The  Village 
Church  and  Matt  Chandler 
are  doing  will  go  a  long  way 
m  driving  this  as  a  trend,  and 
I  praise  God  for  their  faithful¬ 
ness  and  example,"  McDonald 
said  via  email. 

"I  believe  that  this  method 
of  bringing  churches  in  and 
unleashing  them  back  out  is 
one  of  the  best  methods  fo 
church  planting  and  revital¬ 
ization,  and  I  pray  it  grows  in 
popularity  and  pervasiveness 
in  our  denomination." 

Scott  McConnell,  executive 
director  of  LifeWay  Research  in 
Nashville  and  author  of  a  2009 
book  on  multisite  churches,  said 


every  position  but  the  senior 
pastor,  the  priching  pastor, 
at  the  church*  and  therefore 
not  fully  executing  the  disci- 
pleshin  strategy. 

Each  campus  pastor  needed 
the  freedom  to  lead  through  his 
,  preaching  and  cast  a  viskm  for 
*  contextualized  local  ministry 
ministry  Gailatysaid. 

long  Hollow  Church  still  has 
one  satellite  campus  15  minutes 
from  its  main  campus,  Gallatv 
said,  *and  ultimately  I'm  going 
to  rotate  back  and  forth  between 
the  campuses  and  preach  live." 

In  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Lenexa 
Church  announced  plans  in 
August  to  transition  three  cam¬ 
puses  to  autonomous  churches. 
Pastor  Chad  McDonald  told 
the  congregation  in  a  sermon, 
"We’re  at  a  fork  in  the  road,"  in 


Trump  administration  announces  new  contraceptives  rules 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The 

Trump  administration  Issued 
new  rules  Oct.  6  that  protect 
objectors  to  the  abortion/con- 
traception  mandate  instituted 
under  former  US.  President 
Barak  Obama  that  required 
businesses  and  institutions  to 
provide  employees  with  con¬ 
traceptives  including  drugs  that 
can  act  to  instigate  an  abortion. 

One  rule  exempts  entities 
from  the  mandate  based  on 
their  religious  beliefs,  while 
the  other  protects  organiza¬ 
tions  and  small  businesses  on 
the  basis  of  a  moral  conviction 
apart  from  a  specific  religious 


belief,  according  to  a  news 
release  from  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  (HHS). 

The  win  for  objectors  comes 
after  a  six-year  battle  against  an 
HHS  mandate  under  Obama, 
a  Democrat;  that  requires  em¬ 
ployers  to  provide  their  work¬ 
ers  with  coverage  for  contra- 
ceptives.  including  those  with 
chemical  mechanisms  that  can 
potentially  induce  abortions. 

The  2011  rule,  which  helped 
implement  the  controversial 
Obmacare  law  enacted  the 
previous  year,  resulted  in  legal 
challenges  from  more  than  90 


religious  nonprofits  including 
GuideStone  financial  Resourc¬ 
es  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  in  Dallas  and  four  Bap¬ 
tist  universities. 

Southern  Baptist  and  other 
religions  freedom  advocates 
praised  the  new  rules. 

Russell  Moore,  president  of 
the  Ethics  and  Religious  Ijh- 
erty  Commission  in  Nashville, 
expressed  his  gratitude  and  de¬ 
scribed  the  action  as  "a  crucial 
achievement  in  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  religious  liberty." 

Frank  Si  Page,  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Executive 
Committee  in  Nashville,  said  in 


a  written  statement  for  Baptist 
Press  (BP)  he  continues  to  be 
ratcful  to  the  president  “for 
js  stance  regarding  religious 
liberty.  For  a  country  which 
treasures  freedom  of  speech 
and  freedom  of  conscience,  it 
is  good  to  finally  have  a  presi¬ 
dent  who  will  actually  stand 
up  for  these  principles  and  do 
more  than  give  lip  service. " 

GmdeStonc  welcomed  the 
new  rules  while  acknowledging 
it  awaits  a  final,  positive  judg¬ 
ment  in  court  that  hopefully  w3) 
be  supported  by  the  government. 

GuideStone  President  O.S. 
Hawkins  said  in  a  written  re¬ 


lease.  ‘We  are  grateful  to  God, 
first  and  foremost,  for  this 
outcome.  This  has  been  a  mat 
ter  of  continued  prayer  as  we 
petitioned  the  throne  of  grac  e 
and  the  seat  of  government  for 
redress  of  our  grievances  To¬ 
day  is  indeed  a  good  day  as  we 
give  thanks  for  the*  outcome 
»e  hefieve  honors  the  laird  " 
Messengers  to  the  2012 
SBC  meeting  adopted  a  reso 
lution  calling  for  an  exemp¬ 
tion  from  the  mandate  for 
"all  religious  organizations 
and  people  of  faith  who  de¬ 
clare  a  religious  objection  to 
such  coverage  *" 
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ecently  I  was  talking  to  a  good 
friend  of  mine  and  as  we  visited 


*  When  you  look  at  that  verse  where 
Jesus  spoke  to  us  and  said,  ‘You  must 
deny  yourself,*  I  truly  believe  most 
of  us  have  certain  areas  of  our  lives 
where  we  devotedly,  diligently  desire 
to  deny  ourselves  while  on  the  other 
hand,  there  may  be  places  and  times 
and  desires  with  which  we  struggle. 
Then  there  is  the  big  portion  that  says 
“Take  up  your  cross  and  follow  me.’ I 
have  caught  myself  at  times  interpret¬ 
ing  that  to  think  that  I  am  the  one  who 
is  in  charge.  You  tell  me  where  we’re 
going,  and  I’ll  decide  if  we’re  going  to 
go  down  that  path. 

Jesus  does  not  deal  with  us  on  that 
plane  because  when  He  called  us,  it 
was  to  a  faith  relationship  knowing 
that  He  who  knows  all  and  loves  aboi  e 
all  will  lead  us  in  the  right  direction, 
l  am  •“?  and  1  dont  have  to  question  Him. 
iat  t  and  we  don’t  have  to  demand  that  He 
tell  us  all  of  the  ins  and  outs,  twists 
and  turns,  of  the  path  down  which 

*  '  may  lead  us.  He  says  to  give  Him 
atxeas  to  the  remote  and  follow  H  im 

id  whether  it  changes  from  hot  to  cold, 

“  from  this  direction  to  that,  up  on  the 

*  .  hill  or  down  in  the  valley. 

“!  Maybe  there  are  areas  of  your  life 
mi  where  you  have  passionately  held 
nes  0n  to  the  control.  Maybe  it  has  to  do 

with  your  family  or  your  fob  or  your 
temper  or  your  stewardship  or  your 
ents  service  or  some  addiction  or  some 

*  conflict.  Regardless  of  what  it  is,  let 
»n>-  the  Lord  have  access  to  your  remote 
™  control  and  you  will  find  every  time 

P  Hun  that  He  will  lead  you  in  the  right  wav 
s  a  way  and  into  green  pastures, 
yerful 

is  not  The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
1*  directions@mbcb.org. 


AVover  the  phone,  we  finally  got 
around  to  talking  about  the  hig  ball 
game  that  was  coming  up  the  next 
weekend.  Both  of  us  were  interested 
in  it,  but  we  began  to  talk  about  how 
late  the  game  was- going  to  be  on 
television.  Late  night  games  for  most 
preachers  and  pastors  on  a  Saturday 
night  is  not  a  good  thing.  My  friend 
commented  that  he  probably  wouldn’t 


Access  to  the  Remote 


Effective  October  29-November  1.  2017 
NoteGrWf  data  for  the  rates  toed  is  October 

15.2017  Rates  will  go  up  after  this  date 

When  you  ask  for  reservations  be  sure  to  teV 
tt»myouare  attend**  the  Mmsusipp,  Bept* 

Mfcy  601-948-8050 . 

Stale  Street.  Jackson  MS  33202 
59*  00  Smgte/OouOle  per  night  +  tax 


Oruty  km  t  Suites  0O1-9S6dt1OO 

4  ’ 

HBfon  Garden  km  601-487-0800 
JWLaurel  Park  Core.  Ftowood.  MS  3923? 
SIW.OO  Single/Double  per  nmht  +  r«« 


UIK  LPSF  DPSOO  ZF  WKIUZF  S  GSA,  ZU 
PB  DPSOO  VSZA  FPB  LPIOB  LIKOT,  SAT 
OIDB  PZD  I  LA  D1MO? 


HotUay  km  601 -939-5238 

"0  ^PmOiTre.  Peart  MS  39208 
*H»00  Strite/pouble  par  night  +  tax 
Breakfast  -  Varied  price  from  menu 

OU  Capitol  km  801-369-9000 

State  St^  Jackson.  MS  39201 
*  ®k00  Single/Double  par  night  +  tax 


LoJg+mdgeland  001-967-0757 

sasspss!" 

Country  to,  *  Sotos  601-420-2244 
pBert  ^  39208 

^1^rtopWn,0t,,  +  ,“ 


GSKC  BZVPF:  FPZKFN-DZJ 


MSL4  udio 


Design  &  Integration  of  Profesxional  Audio. 
Churcn.  Conference  Room.  School 
Equipment  roles,  service  and  installation 

Two  per  Hales  P.O  Box  U7S 

■nfo^uavdioUc  cqrn  .  Cfaaoo,  MS  M060 


Video,  A  Lighting 


/ 


WhatlteH  youin^e  darkness.  speak  in  the  light,  and  what  you  hear 


IF 


whispered  in  your  ear  proclaim  upon  the 


October  12,  2017 


HonseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record 


supplemem  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board' 


Matthew  10127  NAS 


s  Communication  Services. 


Christia 


COMMISSION 


Kenny  Digby,  Executive  Director-Treasurer 
Make  reservations  -  call  601-292-3329 


Church  Music 


m/((L  (O/u 


SAVE  THE  DATE:  April  21-22,  2018 

Mississippi  Baptist  Young  Musicians  Honor  Choir  auditions 
sire  continuing  through  November.  These  video  • 
auditions  may  be  submitted  by:  e-mail,  snail  mall. 
Dropbox  or  text. 

DEADLINE:  November  IS,  20T7 
Inquiries  may  be  (Erected  to  Wyndy  South  at  601-292-3272 
or  wsouth0mbcbu>rg 


Pastor/Leadership  Development 

PASTOR  DAT^IGHT 


REGION  2  BANQUET 

REGION  1  BANQUET 

Thursday,  November  9 

Thursday.  November  16 

Ray  Dining  Room 

;  First  Baptist  Church 

Blue  Mountain  College 

Grenada,  MS 

6:00  p.m. 

6:00  p.m. 

Jim  Futral 

Jim  Futral 

Speaker 

Speaker 

Slater  Murphy 

Slater  Murphy 

Music 

Music 

RSVP  by  November  2 

RSVP  by  November  9 

_ _ _ 

Wayne  &  Terri  Van  Horn 
Mktistippt  College 
Clinton,  MS 


Bri«i  t  Candi  Cf.wtord  HM,  a  j,„.,  0m, 

I1?"  Ch“,t''  Chmtian  R.,oorc.» 

Vkk.bur*  MS  N..h.,tu  TO 


November  6 
6:30  -  8:30  p.m. 

Temple  Baptist  Church 
5220  Old  Hwy  1  1 

Hattiesburg,  MS 39402 

Dinner,  Child  Care,  and  Gifts! 

FREE,  but  you  must  register:  http://lfwy.co/2v7Bdyf 
Questions  -  contact  Vesta  Clary  at  601-292-3305 


pastor/ieadershipAb 

developmen 

mbcb  bivocational  ministries 

MEETING 

Hosted  by  Michael  Lee 
Director  of  Pastor/Leadership  Development 

Monday,  October  30,  2017 
•  Baptist  Building,  Sky  Room,  4th  Floor 
3:00-4:30  p.m 

Please  note:  this  meeting  is  open  to  anyone 
who  is  interested  in  bivocational  ministries  in  the 
state.  No  registration  required 

For  more  information,  contact  Vesta  Claiy  at 
601-292-3305  or  vclary@mbcb  org 


iSilPf  '  _i 


•VE  PfKiflfUM 


JANUARY  25 

6:30-  8  30  PM 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 


KEYBOARD 


JANUARY  26 
6  30  -  8:30  PM 

JANUARY  27 
9:30  AM  NOON 


nfo.  '  onf,.r  f  '///nd/  South  ,, 
\272  or  Hsnuthttnbcb.orQ 


ARISE 

SHINE 


When  we  rise  upjm| 

He  shines  through] 


BAPTIST  WOMEN'S 
WORLD  DAY  OF 
PRAYER 


NOVEMBER  6,  2017 
l>tto://www.bwawd.org/ 


l-p.  <3 


‘ 


Jull" 


20 IS  will  mark  the  75  th  anniversary  of your  Mississippi 
Haptist  foundation.  Please  contact  us  if  we  may  help 
you  frame  your  legacy  through  a  will,  endowment,  or 

c  liar  it  aide  trust. 

601.292.3210  I  S00.7hS.I65I 

foundntionl&'mbt  h.org  I  www.mshaptistfoundattoti.org 


V 


ORDER  YOUR 
201 8  PRAYER 
TODAY! 


Contact  tba 


No  MBDR  mobilization  for  Nate;  Texas  still  active 


GULFPORT.  Ms.  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  reports)  -  Hurricane  Nate 
made  landfall  in  the  Gulfport/ 
Biloxi  area  on  the  night  of  Octo¬ 


ber  8  as  a  Category  One  storm. 
Flooding  was  widespread  but 
the  storm  weakened  to  a  tropi¬ 
cal  depression  as  it  moved 
through  the  northeast  U.S.  . 

Assessments  across  south 
Mississippi  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  and  no  additional 
response  is  needed  at  this 
time,  said  Don  Gann,  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 
(MBDR)  coordinator  and  di¬ 
rector  of  men's  ministry  at  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board  in  Jackson. 

With  MBDR  involvement 
in  Florida  (Hurricane  Irma) 
closed  out,  MBDR  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  concentrate  volunteers  in 
the  Orange,  Texas,  area  (Hur¬ 
ricane  Harvey)  near  the  Texas/ 
Louisiana  border. 

‘Much  progress  continues  to 
be  made  as  over  70  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  volunteers  worked 
there  through  [last]  weekend,' 
Gann  said. 

In  addition,  nearly  70  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 
(SBDR)  volunteers  have  begun 
arriving  in  Puerto  Rico  to  aid  in 
recovery  efforts  from  Hurricane 
Maria’s  flattening  of  the  island, 
a  U.S.  possession 


Sam  Porter,  the  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Mission  Board  (NAMB) 
national  director  for  disaster 
relief,  reached  Puerto  Rico  on 
Oct.  8  to  further  develop  plans 
for  serving  those  affected  by 
Hurricane  Maria. 

Teams  from  North  Carolina, 
Tennessee,  and  Virginia  will  be 
joined  by  individuals  and  smaller 
groups  from  Pennsylvania,  New 
Jersey,  Maryland,  New  York, 
and  Vermont.  Conditions  for  the 
volunteers  will  be  rough,  and 
they  will  be  prepared  to  serve 
whatever  needs  await  them. 

Mississippi  Baptist  volun¬ 
teers  do  not  yet  have  an  assign¬ 
ment  in  Puerto  Rico,  Gann  said. 

In  San  Juan,  70%  of  the  city 
is  without  cell  service  and  out¬ 
side  the  city  cell  service  is  even 
more  scarce.  Only  around  five 
percent  of  Puerto  Rico  has  elec- 
tricrh’.  In  these  early  stages. 
Southern  Baptists  who  serve  in 
Puerto  Rico  will  be  trained  di¬ 
saster  relief  volunteers. 

In  the  long-term,  NAMB  will, 
through  Send  Relief,  facilitate 
partnerships  between  mainland 
Southern  Baptist  churches  and 
churches  in  Puerto  Rico.  The 
goal  is  to  help  SBC  churches  in 
Puerto  Rico  become  hubs  of  re¬ 
lief  ministry  in  their  communi¬ 
ties  so  they  can  bring  the  Gospel 
to  their  communities. 


MUCH  TO  BE  DONE  —  Southern  Baptist  Disaster  Retief  leaders 
are  now  in  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin  Islands,  and  more,  are  on 
the  way  to  set  up  a  strategic,  long-term  plan  for  bringing  aid  to 
the  people  there  (BP  photo) 


“I  will  be  on  the  island  this 
week  to  help  determine  ways 
that  Send  Relief  can  involve 
untrained  voUmteers  in  Puerto 
Rider,"  «Gd  David  Melber,  vice 
president  of  Send  Relief,  “We 
want  to  open  up  every  lane  pos¬ 
sible  to  send  Southern  Baptists 
as  well  as  others  into  the  field 
to  help  in  Puerto  Rico's  time  of 
dire  need.' 

In  the  Virgin  Islands,  the 
Alabama  disaster  relief  kitchen 


that  had  been  set  to  arrive  is 
still  in  Port  Everglades  in  Fort 
Lauderdale,  FI.,  awaiting  ship¬ 
ment.  SBDR  Has  been  told  tfiat 
the  kitchen  will  be  shipped  to 
arrive  as  soon  as  possible. 

Southern  Baptist  leaders  from 
Alabama  and  Florida  have  been 
working  in  the  Virgin  Islands  to 
put  their  disaster  relief  plan  into 
action  despite  the  setbacks. 

This  hurricane  season  has 
been  stretching  Southern  Bap¬ 


tist  resources  and  volunteers 
thin,  but  Sam  Porter  expressed 
confidence  in  SBDR  teams. 

"Our  SBDR  teams  are  pretty 
deep  on  the  bench,'  Porter  said. 
“When  others  are  down  and 
cannot  go  anymore,  someone  is 
able  and  willing  to  step  up  and 
say,  Put  me  in  coach. 

Meanwhile  Southern  Baptist 
responses  to  Hurricanes  Irma 
and  Harvey  continue.  As  of  Oct. 
5,  SBDR  has  seen  nearly  400 
professions  of  faith  in  the  weeks 
since  volunteers  moved  in  to 
serve  those  affected  by  Harvey, 
then  Irma.  Southern  Baptists 
have  served  nearly  2.5  million 
meals  and  completed  more  than 
48,000  clean-up  and  recovery 
related  jobs. 

Despite  the  progress,  volun¬ 
teers  are  still  needed  in  Texas 
and  Florida.  Texas  in  particular 
still  has  plenty' of  flood  recovery 
job6  to  be  done.  NAMB,  through 
Send  Relief,  has  been  facilitating 
church-to-church  partnerships 
and  connecting  volunteers  with 
service  opportunities. 

Individuals  and  churches 
that  feel  called  to  work  in  the 
Texas  relief  effort  as  it  moves 
forward,  the  best  way  to  get 
started  is  to  make  contact  by 
email:  msdisasterrelief@mbcb. 
org,  with  dates  preferred,  team 
size,  and  roale/female  count. 


MS  POSITIONS 


iMiim*  to  F «  Baptat  CfiurcH  of  Beaumont 
Pastor  Search  CommiBee,  P.0  Boa  416. 

Bsaumont  MS  39423  _ 

OKW  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  SEEKING  A 
(VOCATIONAL  PASTOR—  Please  envM 


OAK  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  NORTH 
MERCIAN  SEEKS  PART-TIME  NURSERY 

WORKER.  Mat  on  Sunday  mominga, 
Sunday  awnings  and  spatial  occasions 
RaNrances  and  background  chack  laqolnd 
Sand  Momatm  10  Church,  P.0  Boa  3638. 


NEW  CHAPEL  HHJ.  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
WEST  MONROE  LA  SEEKING  FULL  TIME 
CHU  WEKS  MINISTER  Send  resunres  to 

flMlndiQnchbc  _ _ _ 

SEEKING  FULL-TRIE  YOUTHIFAMILY 
MUNSTER*  Sand  lasumaa  to  maMdaQ 
nchbcnat  Naw CHapei  HU  Baptist  Church, 

Wast  Monroe,  LA  71291 _ 

LEVY  CHURCH.  NORTH  LITTLE  ROCK.  AR 
SEEKS  A  WORSHIP  PASTOR  Rasumes, 
not***  row  be  sent  to  stoventtoet® 
NvybapBat  com 

aert!*  BEST  RATES  OH  Heap 
Insurance  and  Msdicai*  Supplements  Cal 
1-800-541-6196  or  visa  wwwTumennsuren 
caOrdna  oorn  _ 


and  atornnwidoiM  buM  to  M  )tour  opsnng 
Plus  naw  «mdow  screens  and  rescraen  0*1 
screens  Cal  Tow  Cool  601-709-4619 


NS  IS  RECEIVING  RESUMES  FOR  PART 
TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  Sand  rasumes  to 
Cascade  Baptist -Church  ATTN  Personnel 
Commutes.  3464  PNIerson  Drive.  Pearl  MS 
39208 

NEW  HOPE  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  LOCATED 
m  SOUTHERN  LAUDERDALE  COUNTY. 
NS.  IN  THE  CLARKOALE  COMNUNITY.  IS 
AN  ACTIVELY  GROWING  CHURCH  Wa 
are  prayerfidy  sealing  lo  M  a  new  M  tma 
staif  position  0!  Associate  Pastor  ol  Educa¬ 


tor  God  and  pessonate  aboM  developing 
and  nSnstoring  to  dentil  tanvbes  please 
•mat  a  resume  to  nltocassocpestoisearcim  | 
gmalcom. 


GKTUNBUM  BHfttL  Caton  ISS/NgM  I 

Cwuct  Stt  7*2-  0401  or  Emat  pdw4760@ 

abmRtof  nfenrabopandtiootoriq _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS  INC  se'-mMi 
6  ALaaic*  1992  Cal  900605-2970 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY.  FREE  ES- 
TMATES.  Davis  Upholstery  Qu*nan  Mbs 

phone  601-776661 7  _ 

WWW  SEBRENHONEINPROVENENT 
COM.  Christian  owned  Don  «  Rita  Sebren 
601-992-2092  Al  home  improvements 
siding,  energy  etficent  windows  metal  S 
shingle  roots  screen  t  sunrooms.  patio  cov¬ 
ers  dads  room  additions  Mchen  t  tar 


PULPIT  SUPPLY  AVAILABLE  Rebred 
Sortfiem  Baptist  Navy  chapter  awM*  lor 
Sunday  pidpit  supply  on  short  nonce  (pastor 
■ness,  vacation,  rest  ate )  100  mfc  radars 
ol  Hattiesburg  Deacon  of  Herdy  Street 
BapOsl  CNaot  Graduate  of  Naw  Orlaans  1 


Scared  of  using  social  media? 
LifeWay  Social  has  an  answer 


•  glass  custom  sAmWwi  and  areod  Ns  wanness  a  “"“.1 

•fanlito  801-502-0202,  vrww  liop.  rrenpertant  Contact  Mm  *  601-406-4606  or 

mat  benriyhomaterccro _ _J 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
has  launched  an  online  coaching  service  to  help 
Christians  manage  social  media  and  other  digital 
platforms  from  abiblical  perspective 

This  subscription-based  service,  known  as  I  jfe- 
Wav  Social,  is  designed  for  churches,  nonprofits, 
and  individuals  who  want  to  discover  more  effec¬ 
tive  ways  of  using  social  media  to  grow  (kid's  king¬ 
dom.  Registration  opens  Oct.  23. 

Chris  Martin,  author  development  specialist 
for  I  ife Way,  sees  social  media  as  more  than  just 
a  means  to  accumulate  clicks,  new  followers,  and 
sales.  Martin  believes  digital  platforms  are  tools 
Christians  can  use  to  serve  the  church. 

"Some  Christians, have  gifts  of  writing,  speak¬ 
ing,  or  similar  abilities  that  translate  well  into  so¬ 
cial  media,  blogs,  podcasts,  and  other  digital  ave¬ 
nues,"  Martin  said.  'LifeWay  Social  isn't  primarily 
about  building  an  e-mail  list  or  getting  a  book  on 
a  best  seller  list.  Our  goal  is  foremost  to  help  be 
lievers  use  their  gifts  tot  the  service  of  others  and. 
ultimately,  the  Kingdom." 

People  who  are  interested  in  joining  LifeWay 
Social  can  sign  up  for  a  three-month  or  yearly 
membership  offered  at  three  tier  leveLs.  The  basic 
tier  will  offer  exclusive  blog  content  and  access  to  a 
private  Faeebook  group.  It  will  also  provide  w  eekly 
e-mails  containing  digital  strategy  tips,  timely  con 
tent  ideas,  and,  information  on  social  media  plat 
form  changes 

Higher  tiers  will  involve  one-on-one  coaching. 
montWy  video  calls,  and  website  evaluations. 

'UfeWay  Social  will  he  invaluable  for  those  look 
mg  to  use  their  gifts  to  make  a  Kingdom  impact 
online,"  said  Jonathan  Howe,  LjfeWav’s  director  of 
strategic  initiative*.  "With  the  pace  of  change  in  so¬ 
cial  media,  it's  extremely  helpful  to  have  a  guide  to 
the  most  effective  platforms  and  toot." 


LifeWay 

SOCIAL 


UfeWay  Social  will  also  help  Christian  commit 
locators  understand  the  holistic  nature  of  managing 
digital  platforms.  Martin  compares  this  to  overseeing 
a  restaurant  in  which  a  website  is  the  bnikiing,  the 
content  is  the  food,  and  the  content  delivery  method 
(such  as  an  e-mail  distribution  list  1  is  the  staff 

“Someone  may  lie  creating  great  content,  bill 
if  the  roof  of  their  website  is  falling  in.  the  guests 
aren’t  going  to  come  hack,"  Martin  said,  “or  if  their 
food  is  great  but  the  waiters  keep  fumbling  it  on 
the  way  to  the  table,  it  doesn’t  matter." 

UfeWay  Social  will  coach  users  on  how  to  excel 
in  each  aspect  of  social  media  management,  so  au¬ 
diences  will  have  a  great  experience  anil  keep  com¬ 
ing  back,  Martin  said 

He  also  hopes  to  ilispel  the  false  perceptions 
.Christians  may  bring  to  social  media.  "Some  j-eo- 
ple  sec  social  media  as  self-promotional  and  sinful, 
so  they  avoid  it  altogether  Other  people  love  social 
media  but  only  use  it  to  talk  about  how  great  their 
books  or  speaking  engagements  are. 

“We  want ,  0  help  Christians  find  the  balance  so 
they  can  steward  an  online  presence  to  serve  oth 
ers.  That's  vhy  UfeWay  Social  exists." 

For  .more  information  on  LifeWay  Social,  visit 
1  jfewaySodal  .coni .  Follow  on  Twitter  and  Face- 
book:  teUfeWaySodai 
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Judge  rules  ministerial  housing 
allowance  as  unconstitutional 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


MADISON.  Wbc.  (BP)  -  For  the 

second  time.  ITS.  District  Judge 
Barbara  Crabb  in  Madison,  Wis¬ 
consin,  has  ruled  the  U.S.  tax 
code's  ministerial  housing  allow¬ 
ance  is  unconstitutional. 

Codified  as  part  of  a  1954 
law,  the  ministerial  housing  al¬ 
lowance  permits  'ministers  of 
the  Gospel’  to  exclude  for  fed¬ 
eral  income  tax  purposes  a  por¬ 
tion  or  all  of  their  gross  income 
as  a  housing  allowance. 

The  U.S.  Internal  Revenue 
'Service  (IRS)  has  interpreted 
the  law  broadly  to  include  reli¬ 
gious  workers  of  various  faiths 
as  “ministers  of  the  Gospel."  The 
benefit  saves  ministers  an  esti¬ 
mated  >800  million  annually, 
according  to  Christianity  Today. 

In  2013,  Crabb  similarly 
ruled  the  ministerial  housing 
allowance  unconstitutional  but 
the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the 
Seventh  Circuit  in  Chicago  over¬ 
turned  her  decision,  ruling  the 
piaintifEl  —  the  Freedom  Prom 
Religion  Foundation  (FFRF)  —  ■ 
lacked  standing  to  sue. 

The  FFRF  is  a  plaintiff  once 
again  in  the  current  lawsuit, 
arguing  the  IRS  has  violated 


The  housing  allowance, 
far  from  being  a 
government  endorsement 
of  religion,  as  Judge 
Crabb  contends, 
actually  removes 
government  from 
the  equation.* 

O.S.  Hawkins 

president  of  GuideStone 
Financial  Resources 

the  U.S.  Constitution  by  re¬ 
fusing  to  permit  the  group’s 
leaders  to  claim  the  ministe¬ 
rial  housing  allowance.  This 
time,  Crabb  ruled  in  her  47- 
page -opinion  that  FFRF  and 
its  leaders  have  satisfied  the 
appeals  court's  requirements 
to  attain  legal  standing.. 

The  Becket  Fund  tor  Reli¬ 
gious  Liberty  in  Washington 
D.C,  a  conservative  nonprofit 
legal  group  that  represents 
some  defendants  in  the  case,  ar¬ 
gues  Crabb 's  ruling  is  in  error. 

O.S.  Hawkins,  president  of 
Southern  Baptists'  GuideStone 


Financial  Resources  in  Dallas, 
agreed.  The  housing  allow¬ 
ance,  far  from  being  a  govern¬ 
ment  endorsement  of  religion, 
as  Judge  Crabb  contends,  actu¬ 
ally  removes  government  from 
the  equation. 

“Were  it  not  for  the  hous¬ 
ing  allowance,'  the  government 
would  be  imposing  a  tax  on  re¬ 
ligious  employers  and  their  em¬ 
ployees  that  is  not  imposed  on 
non-religious  employers.’ 

Hawkins  said  GuideStone 
will  be  filing  a  friend  of  the  court 
brief  supporting  the  ministerial 
housing  allowance,  at  the  ap¬ 
propriate  time. 

GuideStone  advises  minis¬ 
ters  to  consult  GuideStone ’s 
annual  tax  guide,  available  at 
GuideStone.org/taxguide,  and 
its  housing  allowance  informa¬ 
tion,  available  at  GuideStone. 
org/housingallowance. 

Crabb,  an  appointee  of  former 
U.S.  President  Jimmy  Carter,  a 
Democrat,  ruled  in  2010  that  the 
National  Day  of  Prayer  was  un¬ 
constitutional.  The  National  Day 
of  Prayer  went  on  as  planned 
and  the  Seventh  Circuit  eventu¬ 
ally  overturned  that  ruling,  too. 


Preschool  Care 
for  Convention 

Preschool  cars  will  be  available 
tor  children  by  pre-registration, 
ages  birth  through  five,  st 
Peat  Baptist  Church.  Jackson, 

during  the  Pastors'  Corrfarence 
and  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention.  October  30.  noon 
-  Movembet  1  2017.  Please 
contact  Bonnie  Snaifgrov* 
Childcare  Coordinator,  at  601- 
949- 1997  or  BsneUgrove«fbC| 
org  to  praasgtster.  Alt  children 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publith 
nows  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  News  ham* 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  end 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
wilt  net  be  published. 

I’refened  method:  news  may  be  submitted 
9lectroruco*y  to  the  t+natl  address  below  and 
must  be  included  m  the  message  segment  of 
an  o-me*  town  Secondary  method:  newt  may 
t>e  typewritten  or  needy  printed  on  B  1/2  by 
11 -inch  paper  and  mailed.  All  articles  must  be 
lecewed  m  writing,  no  article*  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone  Due  to’ever-present  virus 
throats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted 
Photograph  attachments  m  JPEG  format  re 
permissibl#. 


must  be  pre-registered  by 
Monday.  October  23,  2017 

The  preschool  departments 
are  located  on  the  street  level 
oft  North  State  Street . 
following  ere  the  procedures 
1  Pre-register,  giving  name 
and  age  of  each  child,  the  par¬ 
ent.  and  the  church. 

2.  Pick  up  a  security  card  for 
each  child  on  arrival 

3.  Be  sure  all  belongings  are 


4  For  infants,  leave  a  time 
schedule  for  feeding 

5  Leave  the  children  no  earli¬ 

er  than  16  minutes  before  the 
beginning  of  a  session  and 
pick  them  up  no  later  than  15 
minutes  after  the  dose  of  the 
session  •  * 

Children  may  remain  in  the 
preschool  area  during  the 
Convention  lunch  break  on 
Tuesday  if  parents  provide  a 
sack  lunch. 


i  ">•**  srbckra  concise  Include  the 

who.  what  When  where  debris -of  the  story 
afong  with  a  contact  person  s 
bbephctoe  number 
fTtotographs.  mum  t>? 


vie  email  as  attachments  m  »  “EG  format  Hard 
copy  photographs  mailed  through  the  postal 
sendee  will  not  be  accepted  Photograph* 
must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  welHightad  Photo¬ 
graphs  must  depict  people.  No  landscape-,  budd¬ 
ing-.  or  Obtect-onfy  photographs  will  be  printed 
Photographs  contain  tog  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  ctothmg  wik  not  be  pUbbshed 
Cell  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolution 
items  that  do  net  reproduce'  we*  on  newsprint 
•re  generally  not  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/ 
or  photographs  wiH  be  pubkahed  r  sd  untokcited 
material  will  not  be  acknowledged  or  returned 
All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and  all 
photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  Ijo  published  one  time 
only.  Oeadkne  for  submitting  news  it  one  week 
prior  to  requested  publication  date.  Articles  that 
are  not  detetenamve  wiB  be  pubkthed  on  a 
apeceevaiiBbie  base.  These  guidelines  are  not 
meant  10  be  exhaustive 

to  The  Baptist  Record  PO  Box 
MS  392(XV063b  FAX  (601)  292- 
1  **■*  ‘-Fhstr.conrtmbeb  oq, 


►  New  Providence 

Church,  Carthage:  Home¬ 
coming,  Qet.  15;  worship, 
10  a.m.,  followed  by  covered 
dish  meal. 

►  First  Church,  Oloh: 
Homecoming,  Oct.  15;  ser¬ 
vice,  10  a.m.,  followed  By 
potiuck  meal;  Scott  Smith, 
neeker,  Robert  Brewer, 
music;  Andy  Baker,  pastor. 

►  Mount  Vernon  Church, 
Hero  Community,  Newton 
County:  175th  anniversary 
and  homecoming,  Oct.  15; 
service  followed  by  pot- 
luck  meal,  Gerald  Hodges, 
speaker:  Mike  Rasberry, 
pastor. 

►  Jayess  Church,  Jayass: 

108th  homecoming,  Oct  15; 
service,  10  a.m.;  Michael 
Knippers.  speaker  Cross¬ 
roads,  special  music. 

►  First  Church,  Clara: 

Homecoming,  Oct.  15;  ser¬ 
vice,  10:30  sum.,  followed  by 
covered  dish  meal;  Dwight 
L.  Smith,  speaker;  Bruce 
Smith,  music  Richard  A. 
Bradley,  pastor. 


FIRST  CHURCH. 
GAUTIER,  celebrated  75 
years  of  ministry  Sept  22- 
23  Events  included  a  ban¬ 
quet  and  a  special  worship 
service  with  note  burning. 
Shown  is  the  current  and 
t'-n  former  pastors:  David 
'  uttman.  John  Brock,  and 
Silly  Williams. 


Need  a  light ?< 

us  ■.aid.  "1  am  the  lighl  of  the  world. 
Mjinmr  ful Ion-,  me  Mill  not  walk 
in  darkness  hill  will  hate  the 
light  of  life."  (John  S.I2i 


Simply  share  the  follow ini’  prater 
tt it h  1 1  ml  in  tour  otto  ttonls: 

I  l.ord.  I  admit  tiiat  I  need  ton. 

•1 1  hate  sinned.) 
2.  I  want  fortiiteuess  for  nit  sins 
ami  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  1 1  repent.) 
I  heliete  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grate  to  forgite  mt  sins 
and  to  restore  int  relationship 
tilth  ton,  i|  heliete  in  Jesus.) 
4.  lit  lailh.  I  iift it e  Jesus  (  hrist 
into  nit  life.  From  this  time  on. 
I  tt.mt  to  litv  in  a  lot  inu  relationship 
with  Him.  1 1  receite  (  hrist  as 
mt  Sat  ior  and  l.nrd.l 


'Hut  a-  mail'  as  receit  eil  him.  to  them  he  gate  1 
the  right  to  heroine  ehildl'en  of  (out.  et  en  to 
those  Mho  lielietj-  in  his  name."  |ohn  1:12) 

It  Mill  make  derision  for  (  hrist  today ,  rnittaet  a 
•"<■‘•1  . . hem  Kaplist  church  for  spiritual  guidance. 


October  12. 2017  Tw  Baptot  Bbcywd 
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Equipped  •  Exodus  25:1-9;  31 : 1-6 


The  Mississippi  Craft  Center  has 
been  headquartered  in  Ridgeland  since 
2007.  Visitors  are  welcomed  daily  to 
the  20,000  square  foot  building  which 
features  a  museum,  education  center,  a 
community  gathering  place  and  a  retail 
gallery.  But  it  didn’t  just  happen.  Years 
ago  Governor  William  Waller  conclud¬ 
ed  that  talented  individual’s  craft  work 
would  benefit  the  state's  economy. 
Therefore,  in  1973,  he’  appointed  Dan 
Overly  as  the  first  executive  director  to 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Craftsmen’s 
Guild  of  Mississippi.  The  Guild  is 
composed  of  over  350  artisans  whose 
craftsmanship  is  aispls;-d  tbiuiigh 
pottery,  baskets,  jewelry,  wood  and 
other  artistic  expressions  (http:// 
craftsmensguildofms.org/about-us-2/ 
history/).  Craftsmen  have  existed  since 
the  creation  of  time  and  in  today’s  les¬ 
son,  we  will  learn  about  two  men  who 
had  been  gifted  to.  fulfill  God’s  elabo¬ 
rate  design  for  His  Tabernacle. 

Any  artistry  project  takes  materials. 
It  takes  money  to  purchase  the  supplies 
needed  or  it  takes  time  to  collect  the 
materials  from  nature.  Here  in  the  first 
Six  verses  of  Exodus  25,  the  LORD  re¬ 
veals  his  plan  for  gathering  everything 
needed  to  complete  the  tabernacle,  as 
well  as  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant,  The 
Table  for  Bread,  and  the  Golden  Lamp- 
stand.  Let’s  take  a  look  at  two  impor¬ 
tant  phrases  that  mark  this  passage. 


Moses  has  been  called  back  up  to 
the  mountain.  Here  God  reveals  His 
divine  pattern  for  the  tabernacle,  ft 
begins  with  an  offering.  Read  verse 
two.  That  they  take  for  me  a  cbntri- 
bution  from  every  man  whose  heart 
moves  him  you  shall  receive  the  con¬ 
tribution  for  me"  (ESV,  italics  added 
for  emphasis).  A  specific  amount  was 
not  given  as  to  what  they  were  to  give, 
such  as  a  tenth,  this  would  be  compul¬ 
sory  giving.  The  contribution  or  of¬ 
fering  was 
to  be  giv¬ 
en  freely, 
however 
the  heart 
was  moved  . 
to  give.  In¬ 
dividuals 
were  to  give 
accord¬ 
ing  to  their 
ability.  The 
Apostle  Paul  describes  this  willful, 
joyful  giving  in  2  Corinthians  9:7, 
“So  let  each,  one  give  as  he  purposes 
in  his  heart,  not  grudgingly  or  of  ne¬ 
cessity;  for  God  loves  a  cheerful  giver 
(NKJV)." 

The  next  four  verses  are  very’  spe¬ 
cific  regarding  unique  and  valuable 
items  which  were  needed:  “gold,  sil¬ 
ver,  and  bronze,  blue  and  purple  and 
scarlet  yarns  and  fine  twined  linen. 


goats’  hair,  tanned  rams’  skins,  goat¬ 
skins,  acacia  wood,  oil  for  the  lamps, 
spices  for  the  anointing  oil  and  for 
the  fragrant  incense,  onyx  stones,  and 
stones  for  setting  ..."  It  is  very  prob¬ 
able  these  items  were  brought  out  of 
Egypt  with  the  people  of  Israel  (Ex. 
3:21-22;  12:36). 

But  what  was  the  precise  purpose 
for  the  offering  of  only’  these  particu¬ 
lar  items?  ‘And  let  them  make  me  a 
sanctuary,  that  I  may  dwell  in  their 
midst  (v. 
8).“  The 
sanctu¬ 
ary  was  the 
'holy  place’ 
where  God 
would  dwell 
among  His 
people  and 
His  pres¬ 
ence  would 
engu'f  every 
•square  inch.  Today  we  do  not  need  a 
Tabernacle  because  our  bod,  is  the 
temple  where  the  Holy  Spirit  resides 
(1  Cor.  6:19).  His  presence  is  always 
with  us! 

The  people  were  to  follow  the  pat¬ 
tern  exactly’  for  The  Ark  of  the  Cov¬ 
enant  25:10-22;  The  Table  for  Bread 
(25:23-30),  The  Golden  Lampstand 
(25:31-40);  The  Tabernacle  (26:1-37); 
The  Bronze  Altar  (27:1-8),  The  Court 


Caleb:  Unwavering  Faith  •  Numbers  13:26-30;  14:6-10,  21-24 


Our,  lesson  title  celebrates  Caleb’s 
unwavering  faith  but  is  that  justified? 
We  know  tnat  Caleb  was  the  leader  of 
the  tribe  of  Judah.  Faith  should  have 
been  the  natural  result  of  what  he  had 
experienced.  God  had  lead  Caleb's  tribe 
and  all  the  other  people  of  Israel  out  of 
the  fdavery  of  Pharaoh.  Caleb  had  seen 
God  passover  the  first  born  of  Israel 
and  lull  the  first  born  of  the  Egyptians, 
including  the  Pharaoh’s  son.  He  had 
seen  God  open  the  Red  Sea  and  let  his 
people  cross  its  bed  on  dry  land.  God 
had  protected  Caleb,  his  family,  and  all 
of  his  people  from  the  Egyptian  army, 
chariots,  horses,  and  all. 

With  this  background,  one  might 
expect  faith  in  God  would  be  both  nat¬ 
ural  and  even  easy.  But  that  would  lie 
a  misunderstanding  of  faith  in  times  of 
real  testing.  All  twelve  of  the  spies  that 
Moses  sent  into  the  Promised  Land 
had  the  same  background  experience 
that  Caleb  had  but  only  one  other  spy 
came  with  the  same  optimistic  report 
as  Caleb.  That  was  Joshua,  son  of  Nun, 
from.the  tribe  of  Ephraim.  The  other 
10  spies  did  not  believe  God  was  ca¬ 
pable  of  keeping  His  promise  to  give 
them  the  land  that  He  had  promised 
them. 

All  twelve  spies  saw  the  same  things 
in  the  Promised  Land.  "They  reported 
TolMoses :  “We  went  into  the  land  where 


you  sent  us.  Indeed  it  is  flowing  with 
milk  and  honey  and  here  is  some  of  its 
fruit,"  Numbers  13:27  (CSB).  They 
reference  the  fruit  they  brought  back 
because  Moses  had  given  this  assign¬ 
ment  to  them:  “And  see  what  the  land 
is,  ...  whether  it  is  fat  or  lean,  whether 
there  is  timber  on  it,  or  not.  And  be  of 
good  courage,  and  bring  some  of  the 
fruit  of  the  land."  Numbers  13:18-20* 
(AMP).  Hereiswhat  Moses  wrote  about 
the  fruit  they  returned  with,  "And  they 
came  to  the 
valley  of 
Eshcol.  and 
cut  down 
from  there 
4  branch 
with  one 
cluster  of 
grapes,  and  I*' 
they  carried  I 
it  on  a  pole 
between 

two  (of  them];  they  brought  also  some 
pomegranates  and  figs.  That  place 
was  called  the  Valley  of  Eshcol  [clus¬ 
ter],  because  of  the  cluster  which  the 
Israelites  cut  down  there,"  Numbers 
13:23-24  (AMP).  The  grape  cluster 
was  so  impressive  they  named  the 
whole  valley  after  it. 

Ten  of  the  spies  missed  a  ma 
jor  emphasis  of  Moses'  assignment 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

with  Don  Hu  k  1 


Verse  20  had  included  this,  “And  be 
of  good  courage.'  The  fantastic  clus¬ 
ter  of  grapes  was  to  encourage  the  12 
leaders  giving  the  report  and  to  be  an 
encouragement  fur  the  people  of  Is¬ 
rael,  .All  of  the  spies,  except  Caleb  and 
Joshua,  failed  miserably  as  leaders 
because  they  failed  to  lead  with  faith 
and  courage.  Caleb  did  in  fact  demon¬ 
strate  “Unwavering  Faith"  and  cour¬ 
age. 

Caleb  realized  the  whole  report  was 

?;oing  away 
rom  God's 
leadership. 
"Then  Ca¬ 
leb  quieted 
the  people 
in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of 
Moses  and 
said,  let’s 
go  up  now 
and  take 

possession  of  the  land  because  we  can 
certainly  conquer  it!"  Numbers  13:30 
(CSB).  “Joshua  and  Caleb  tore 
their  clothes  and  said  .  ’The  land  we 
passed  through  and  explored  is  an 
extremely  good  land  If  the  Lord  is 
pleased  with  us,  he  will  bring  us  into 
this  land,"  Numbers  14  6-8  (CSB). 
Caleb  emphatically  warned  his  na- 
■Qiilv  don’t  rebel  against  the 


Uon, 


of  the  Tabernacle  (27:9-19);  Oil  for 
the  Lamp  (27:20-21);  The  Priests  Gar¬ 
ments  (28:1-43);  Consecration  of  the 
Priests  (29:1-46);  The  Altar  of  Incense 
(30:1-10);  The  Census  Tax  (30:11-16); 
The  Bronze  Basin  (30:17-21);  and  The 
Anointing  Oil  &  Incense  (30:22-36). 

Moses,  through  divine  revelation, 
received  the  instructions.  Now  it  was 
time  to  see  them  implemented.  Two 
men  were  called  to  be  The  Masters 
Craftsmen,  thev  were  Bezalel,  from 
the  tribe  of  Judah.  Exodus  31:3,  tells 
us  “God  filled  him  with  the  Spirit  of 
God,  with  ability  and  intelligence, 
with  knowledge  and  allcraftsmanship, 
to  devise  artistic  designs  .  .  ,(ESV).“ 
Then  Oholiab,  from  the  tribe  of  Dan, 
was  appointed  to  work  with  him.  Then 
in  verse  six,  “And  1  have  given  to  all 
able  men  ability,  that  they  may  make 
all  that  I  have  commanded  you.  .  .“ 
God  had  called  and  equipped  Beza¬ 
lel  and  Oholiab  with  everything  they 
needed  to  lead  the  construction  of  the 
tabernacle  and  the  articles  contained 
within.  ThrtJugh  their  leadership,  all 
able  men  would  use  their  abilities  to 
bring  Him  honor  and  glory. 

According  to  God's  pattern,  every 
person  is  unique,  gifted  and  equipped 
for  His  glory! 

Leathers  is  a  member  of  Fisft 
Church.  Madison. 


Lord,  and  don’t  tic  afraid  of  the  people 
of  the  land,"  Numbers  14:9  (CBS).  Ca 
leb.’s  plea  to  live  courageously  and  not 
rebel  against  God  brought  on  a  cow¬ 
ardly  attack  by  thousands  against  two 
Godly  men,  C’aleh  and  Joshua:  “The 
whole  community  threatened  to  stone 
them,"  But  God  removed  the  threat  to 
Joshua  and  Caleb  -  “the  glory  of  the 
Lord  appeared  to  all  the  Israelites  at 
the  tent  of  meeting,"  Numbers  i4jio 
(CSB) 

Then  the  Lord  announced  His  ver¬ 
dict:  “Yet  as  surely  as  I  live  and  as  the 
whole  earth  is  filled  ’with  the  lord  s 
glory,  none  of  the  men  who  have  seen 
my  glory  and  the  signs  I  performed  in 
Egypt  and  in  the  wilderness,  will 
ever  see  the  land  I  swore  to  give  their 
fathers.  ...  But  since  my  servant  Ca¬ 
leb  has  remained  loyal  to  me,  1  will 
bring  him  into  the  land  where  he  h^s 
gone,  and  his  descendants  will  inherit 
it, “  Numbers  4:21-24  (CSB) 

45  years  later  Joshua  blessed  Ca 
leb  and  gave  him  Hebron  as  an  in 
heritance.  Therefore,  Hebron  still  be 
longs  to  Caleb  .  because  he  followed 
the  lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  complete¬ 
ly,"  Joshua  1413-14  (CSB) 

Hicks  is  Associational  Missions 
Director  for  Jasper  Association. 
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The  BAs  and  GAs  of  FIRST  CHURCH.  CHICORA.  had  their  recognition  service  §ept.  6.  The 
GA's  had  a  badge  recognition  service  and  the  RA's  received  certificates  for  completing  several  mis¬ 
sions.  Mitchell  Smith,  pastor 


O'ZION  CHURCH,  MEADVILLE,  recently  ordained  Bobby  Mur¬ 
ray  and  Pat  O'Quinn  as  deacons  Shown  are  pastor  Glenn  Bird.  Mur¬ 
ray.  Linda  Murray,  Pansy  O'Quinn.  Pat  O'Quinn,  and  Emory  May 


MCCARLEY  CHURCH,  CARROLL-MONTGOMERY  ASSOCIATION,  honored  their  pastor 
Rupert  Ingram  and  his  wife  Anne  Sept.  6  with  a  surprise  tnp  to  the  Holy  Land  on  the  occasion  of  his 
JB-year  anniversary  as  pastor  They  are  shown  with  church  members  making  the  presentation 


NEW  HOPE  CHURCH.  WALNUT  GROVE,  held  a  baby  dedr 

cation  Oct.  1.  Shown  are  Amber,  Ava  Grace.  Jonathan  and  Delilah 
Jean  Edwards  (baby)  and  pastor  Michael  Harper 


RED  BANKS  CHURCH.  RED  BANKS,  ordained  Brooks 
BETHEL  CHURCH,  COPIAH  COUNTY,  recently  honored  their  pastor's  wife  Shown  with  Ashley  Brownlee  to  the  ministry  Oct  1.  Shown  with  Brownlee  is  his  wife 
Windom  are  members  of  the  WMU  and  prospective  members  Tyson  Windom.  pastor  Cristy  and  children  Isabella  and  Ben 

K  _ _  .  Celemiatinc 
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C-ad  Baxter,  right,  received  hrs  license  to  preach  SALEM  CHURCH.  KEWANEE,  held  a  cel 

from  David  Etdrxfge  at  FIRST  CHURCH,  e  brat  ion  service  Sept.  3  honoring  pastor  Lamar 

CLINTON.  Baxter  is  a  3rd  year  student  at  Bee-  Lifer's  60th  anniversary  of  pulpit  ministry 
son  Divinity  School,  Birmingham.  Ala 

In  other  Church  News: 

>  Bunker  Hill  Church,  Columbia,  will  host  Calm  Assurance  in  concert  Oct.  15, 6  p.m. 

>  Mt.  Carmel  Church,  Edinburg,  will  host  David  Richardson  in  concert  Oct.  14, 630  p.m. 


naiwinsVia  u.  Oiw—  —17 

10  me  Isw*  m  Sim 

kttemnm  vax  seem  ir^t'aai  A  M 
Sam  m.  am  u  10:30  o'ruri  A  M 


A\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\W 


